XXI. At A== ? Is Man Born Good?

# Ephesians 4:24 “And to put on the new self, created after the likeness of God in true
righteousness andholiness.”

74 Colossians 3:10 “And have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge after the
image of its creator.”

B§ 17 : 9 Jeremiah 17:9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately sick (wicked);
who can understand it?”
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Most psychological theorists are humanists. One of the most basic beliefs of *humanism” is that man is
good.

(Other beliefs: Man is wise and can attain wisdom without God’s help; man is free in an absolute sense;
etc.) Is this Biblical?
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EHMER (2 7 : 14-25) - God created man in his own image (Gen. 1:26-28), righteous, holy, and
wise (Eph. 4:24; Col. 3:10). This is the original condition of man (condition #1). But man fell after
Adam sinned (Rom. 5:12-21). So man today has a heart which is exceedingly wicked and deceitful. We
are dead in our sins (Eph. 2:1). This is condition #2. Only when the Holy Spirit regenerates us, will we
become re-created according to God’s image, and are restored to be righteous, holy, and wise (Eph.
4:24; Col. 3:10). This is condition #3. In condition #3 Christians still sin, sin is “another law” which still
dwells in us (Rom. 7:14-25).
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RELARM (H2RIEBRE—1%  EEHMIIREE ) - All the righteousness, holiness and wisdom which

God gives us, He gives us in Christ. Because we are included in, incorporated in, and have a share in
Christ, we have Christ’s righteousness counted (imputed) as ours. In ourselves there is no goodness,
none whatsoever.

But God graciously grants Christ’s righteousness, “charging it” into our account.
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attempt to teach that man is basically good, and wise, without God'’s salvation and transformation in our
lives, is a lie. We may have very good intentions when we think this way: “Oh, my child has a
good heart. He just behaves badly in school....” — but this is opposite to what the Bible teaches.
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What Does The Bible Say About Self-Esteem? %= 3 : 20-21 I John 3:20-21

“For whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything. Beloved,
if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God.”

Z& 12 : 3 Romans 12:3 “For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of
himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober judgment, each according to the
measure of faith that God has assigned.”
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self-esteem? It is what we think about ourselves. Many psychologists teach that we must have a
positive self-



esteem; so do many New Age spiritual mediums. Christian counselors, under the leadership of
Dr. James Dobson (Focus on the Family), believe that without a good self-image, we cannot live healthy
lives, perform well in school and at work, nor have good family relationships. “Self-image” is the cure-
all, the source of all good;

without it, we are open to all evils in life. What does the Bible say on the subject?
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teach us how we should think about ourselves. It teaches that we should esteem others as
better than ourselves (Phil. 2:3), for example. We should be humble, give thanks for the gifts God give
us, and not become proud and arrogant. All of these thoughts which we think about ourselves
come from our “heart” - or our “conscience.” We said in our first presentation that: we have a “wil
Therefore, everything we say and do, we do them “out of our heart.”

3. "R, Z2HE?ROLZEAMEMHFLBEMHNHE - SREAEHRIONER - (£ B (WE
FIER) - "TBHEMNRLL —F - ) —EEFW (BEN - EEEF) HRD - BB EFHOEHETEM

RAETBEC - HFFES (85 ) WEE  ROSEHRM - KAENYE - ROEETE - —EEFHNRD

HECH  "LHMRTHENSE RELTHEHARER , LFESEREMIERENTIF - HEEN

B - , What is conscience? It is man’s reason making moral judgment. Conscience is talking to
ourselves, judging ourselves. (This is the Puritan definition of conscience. Cf. J.I. Packer’s
chapter on “The Puritan Conscience,” in A Quest for Godliness, Crossway Books.) A good conscience (a
clean conscience, a conscience which operates normally) judges ourselves just like God judges us. When
we do something wrong (when we sin), our conscience rebukes us. When we do something right
(according to God’s Word), our conscience approves of it. A good conscience thinks, “God has forgiven
my sins, I am justified before him; God continues to work in my life to make me holy, I continue to be
sanctified.”

4. RMOBOIWIFEEAAM - thIFE:R ; RA (2R) SMEER | ALEEENBOLESRE - MY
ROMNBRBEZTHNGSE & (BELK) 88 . (ELX) 2EEHTHNE  BRT7TERMOIHEE! Our

conscience is not all-knowing. Our conscience is not inerrant; it does make wrong judgments. Only God’s
Word the Bible is inerrant. Therefore the Christian’s conscience must learn. Our conscience must
follow the Holy

Spirit’s leading, and learn from the Bible, the book which the Holy Spirit wrote for our benefit!
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MED (BELEW ! ) - The California Self Esteem Task Force report and Scientific American (2005)
show that people who have "“positive self-esteem” tend to be promiscuous (lack of self-control),
tend to be violent (lack of meekness), tend to be arrogant and prejudiced, etc. Good self-esteem is
not related to better performance in school, at work, or in relationships! This is because we have
taken a sinner’s self-centered “positive self-image” which comes from an autonomous mind and heart -
without paying attention to our sin — as the right way of self-judgment. We have taken a lie for
the truth. Therefore, our hearts have become hardened; our conscience - an entire society’s
conscience - is seared.
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8 _F{®mB# - Therefore, it is not an accident that New Age spiritual mediums teach self-esteem. Satan
loves to teach the lie, to deceive us and to divert us from following God’s truth.
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My& ° The church must return to the Bible and learn how to use our conscience to fear God, love him, obey
him, worship him and live for him.
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Robert Schuller of the Crystal Cathedral in Anaheim, California — teaches that self-esteem is the Gospel,
that it is the same as salvation, then that message is simply not the Gospel. Robert Schuller’s gospel is
NOT Christianity.

There may be many godly Christians on his staff and in his congregation, but it does not change the
fact that what he writes in his books and preaches from his pulpit is NOT the Bible’s message



